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SUBJECT: US-USSR S&T AGREEMENT: CORROSION: STAEHLE LETTER 
TO KOLOTYRKIN (0.13) 

1 . FOR EMBASSY'S INFORMATION, QUOTED BELOW IS TEXT OF 
LETTER SENT REGISTERED INTERNATIONAL MAIL TO KOLOTYRKIN 
WITH COPY TO KIRILLIN BY STAEHLE UNCLEARED BY SECRETARIAT: 

2. DEAR PROFESSOR KOLOTYRKIN: 29 JUNE 1978 

AS YOU KNOW. THE TREATMENT OF DISSIDENT SCIENTISTS IN THE 
SOVIET UNION HAS AROUSED GREAT CONCERN IN THE UNITED STATES 
AS WELL AS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY. 

THUS, WHEN OUR CORROSION WORKING GROUP READ YOUR STRONGLY 
WORDED LETTER CONDEMING (SIC) ORLOV IN THE MAY 20, 1978 
ISSUE OF MOSCOVSKAYA PRAVDA WE WERE NATURALLY CONCERNED 
THAT YOUR PUBLICLY STATED POSITION WOULD JEOPARDIZE THE 
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EFFECTIVENESS OF FUTURE INTERACTIONS OF THE US-USSR 
CORROSION WORKING GROUP. 

WE DO NOT AGREE THAT SCIENTISTS SHOULD BE TREATED SO 
HARSHLY, AS WAS ORLOV, FOR SPEAKING OUT ON MATTERS OF 
PUBLIC CONCERN. FURTHER, ORLOV WAS SPECIFICALLY 
ADDRESSING A MATTER WHICH AFFECTS THE FREEDOM OF INTER- 
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CHANGE AMONG COUNTRIES-A THEME WHICH IS AN IMPORTANT 

CORNERSTONE OF THE S&T AGREEMENT. IN THIS CONNECTION 
ORLOV’S "CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES" INVOLVED NEITHER A VIOLENT 
CRIME NOR DID HE ADVOCATE OVERTHROW OF THE SOVIET SYSTEM. 
HE WAS ADVOCATING ADHERENCE TO PART OF AN AGREEMENT WHICH 
PROMOTES THE EXCHANGE OF PEOPLE AND IDEAS TO WHICH THE 
SOVIET UNION WAS A VOLUNTARY SIGNATORY. 

THE SUBJECT OF CORROSION IS AN IMPORTANT ONE TO BOTH OUR 
COUNTRIES. YOU AND I HAVE WORKED HARD TO DEVELOP A 
SUBSTANTIVE PROGRAM FOR MUTUAL BENEFIT. I AM NOW FACED 
WITH A SERIOUS QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE AMERICAN 
PARTICIPANTS WISH TO CONTINUE UNDER THE PRESENT CIRCUM- 
STANCES. FOR NOW, THE U.S. SIDE WILL NOT PURSUE THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CORROSION WORKING GROUP, AND FUTURE 
ACTIVITIES WILL AWAIT YOUR INITIATIVES. 

SINCERELY, 

SIGNATURE 
R.W. STAEHLE 

CC: V.A. KIRILLIN 
RWS:CAD 
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3. IN LETTER TO CRAMER OF OES TRANSMITTING COPY, STAEHLE 
SAID HE SENT HIS LETTER AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN AND THAT 
QUOTE IT IS NOT A GOVERNMENT LETTER END QUOTE, IN SPITE 
OF FACT THAT HE SAYS IN FINAL SENTENCE OF LETTER THAT THE 
US SIDE WILL NOT PURSUE WORK ON CORROSION. 

4. EMBASSY SHOULD NOT TRANSMIT LETTER BUT SHOULD INFORM 
AYKAZYAN THAT SUCH A LETTER IS ON THE WAY. THIS WILL 
EMPHASIZE FACT THAT IT IS A PRIVATE LETTER. ALSO SAY 
USDEL TO SIXTH JCM WILL BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE LETTER 
IF SOVIET SIDE WISHES. 

5. FYI: COPY BY STAEHLE TO KIRILLIN WAS AGAINST DR. 

PRESS'S EXPRESS WISH THAT COMMISSION BUSINESS BE 
DISCUSSED WITH KIRILLIN BY PRESS ONLY. END FYI. VANCE 
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